LOOK

Birthdays are important milestones in our lives. The early ones are filled with thanksgiving as parents rejoice in the marvel of their children. Successive birthdays mark maturation in appearance, abilities and moral development. In later years, birthdays are still the occasion for gratitude, simply because we’ve survived another year. 

1. Can you share experiences you remember of your early birthdays?

2. How do your birthdays now compare to your birthdays when you were younger?

BOOK

Acts 2:1-11


1 Corinthians 12:4-13  
John 20:19-23

These readings welcome the arrival of God’s Spirit at Pentecost. In Acts, God’s Spirit, poured out on the disciples, astonishes and empowers the community. Paul explains that we come together to worship and serve in the Holy Spirit. Paul emphasizes that “spiritual gifts” are gifts of grace to all, not just private possession of certain people. The purpose of all the gifts is to create not division but unity in diversity. In John, we find his account of the post resurrection appearance of Jesus, stresses the fulfillment of the promises Jesus made in the Farewell Discourse. For John, the coming of the Holy Spirit is intimately linked to the resurrection. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit upon the disciples, creating humanity anew for eternal life. To this new creation, the Church, he then bestows the power to mediate forgiveness. Its mission will divide people by their response.

1. How does Jesus help the disciple abandon their fear and timidity?

2. How does the gospel show us that there are different kinds of faith?  How does faith come in different ways?

TOOK

The first birthday of the Church, Pentecost, had the overflowing joy that accompanies new life. Could we even call the tiny cluster of first believers a church? Although Jesus was physically present with them, they constantly misunderstood his message. Their loyalty and belief were shaky.  When crisis struck, they disintegrated completely. As individuals and as a community, they would find what miracles Jesus, breathing on and in them, could accomplish.

1. Do you believe the Spirit is still at work in 21st century North America?

2.  Does the spirit ignite our homes and our hearts?
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