LOOK

After experiencing a traumatic loss or event in our lives, it is not unusual to return home. Often we do so with much emptiness. We may find ourselves discussing the loss with close friends and trying to make sense of it all. Our human experience has taught us to deal with the sadness of unexpected losses or events in our lives. This may range from the loss of political leaders, entertainers to spiritual leaders. As we first attempt to deal with these losses, we often reflect on the significance of that persons’ life.

1. Can you share a time when you experienced a traumatic loss of a political leader, entertainer or spiritual leader?

2. How did you later reflect on the loss as you tried to make sense of it?

BOOK

1 Peter 1:17-23





Luke 24:13-35

In Peter we are encouraged to a standard of life that reflects what God has done for us. The appropriate response to God’s greatness and goodness is behavior pleasing to God. Jesus has redeemed us from emptiness and exile. In Luke’s Gospel we find the account of the resurrection organized into three parts: the tomb, Emmaus, and the gathered disciples. Jerusalem is established as the place of death and unbelief. The Emmaus story begins with the moving away from Jerusalem in despair but with the word being brought back to Jerusalem. The risen Christ is revealed through the telling of the story, the interpretation of scripture and the breaking of bread.

1. How where the pair of disciples traveling to Emmaus kept from recognizing Jesus? Why are they so eager to speak openly to a stranger regarding what has happened to Jesus?

2.  At times, how are our eyes kept from recognizing Jesus?

TOOK

The scriptures continue to be a powerful vehicle for revealing Christ. We are guided and strengthened by them. Non-Christians have been persuaded by reading the scriptures.  We give the reading of scripture a prominent place in our worship, because it witnesses powerfully to Christ.  Jesus began revealing himself through the scriptures. (vv. 25-27) Now he completes the revelation through the Eucharist (vv.30-31) Christ still reveals himself through Word and Sacrament. These are still the means by which Christ makes himself known. The disciples model the Christian response by offering hospitality to the hungry and homeless stranger at night.

1. How are we shown by Jesus that scripture has a direct bearing on our daily concerns?

2.  What do we hear the gospel calling us to do?  Where during our journey have we met the risen Lord? 
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