LOOK

When we have experienced a difficult day it is not unusual to come home and settle into our familiar nest. We can lock out the outside world and feel secure and safe in our homes. We can avoid facing whatever the world is sending our way. There is a real satisfaction and sense of security that we are safe and secure from the outside world.

1. Can you share a time when you came home and settled in with a desire to be removed from the world but where interrupted by a knock on the door?  

2. Have you had a time when you tried to get away from it all, but were drawn back in but a close friend or associate from the past?

BOOK

John 20:19-31

This gospel shows us that there are different kinds of faith, and that faith comes in different ways with differing intensities to different people. The beloved disciple believed upon seeing the empty tomb (v. 8). Mary believed when the Lord calls her name (v. 16). The disciples must see the risen Lord (v. 20). Thomas says that he must touch the wounds (v. 25) although that need seems to evaporate once he sees the risen Christ (v. 28). 

1. How our people’s different needs met allowing different routes to faith?

2. Can an honest expression of doubt serve to help us grow in our faith?

TOOK

Everyone knows a Thomas. The guy misses the show and then wants a blow-by-blow replay. He won’t swallow the story until he can wrap his hands around it. He only wants the facts. Ever courteous, Jesus runs through it again, bent on giving Thomas exactly what he needs. Doubt wasn’t only Thomas’s problem. Jesus offers us all a blessing to

 “Those who have not seen and yet come to believe”. These words will encourage us, who are among those who have not seen but who have believed.

1. Have you experienced a time in your faith when things have happened that have resulted in your questioning or doubting your faith?

2. How have you been able to work through your doubts and was your faith strengthened?
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