LOOK

True poverty is a cruel thing. It breaks people and causes suffering. Confronted daily with their own helplessness, the poor know the difference that even a small act of mercy can make. They watch eagerly for a gesture or a glance that might promise help. The poor long for a bit of kindness and crave a bit of dignity.

1. Can you share experiences you have had encountering the poor?

2. When dealing with the poor, do you view their circumstance as a lack of divine favor? 

BOOK

1 Corinthians 1: 18-31




Matthew 5: 1-12

In Corinthians Paul discusses the general principle that the wisdom of God, appears to be folly to the worldly wise. The Jews had an expectation of the Messiah which differed from the non-Jews belief about God’s power and wisdom.  In the Beatitudes Jesus assures the lowly that they are holy. He corrects the misconception that salvation must be earned and that earthly prosperity was a sign of divine favor. In the, Sermon on the Mount, Jesus outlines the principles by which the kingdom is ruled. It is not a set of rules for successful living in this world but a call to live by kingdom rules. 

1. How do the poor in spirit and those who are persecuted possess the blessing of the kingdom?

2. Can you think of some examples where peacemakers used force to make peace?

TOOK

. In the Beatitudes, Jesus stands our world on its head. We believe in personal pride; Jesus blesses poverty of spirit. We seek pleasure; Jesus blesses those who mourn. We see the prosperity of aggressive people; Jesus blesses the meek. We love good food and drink; Jesus blesses those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  Those whom the world consider miserable are in Jesus’ eyes most happy. They have seen through the false promises of wealth and the fragility of human relationships. 

1. What if we were actually experiencing oppression, hunger and thirst, or deep sorrow? How would the words sound to us then?

2. How must we learn to balance our blessings of wealth with our need to seek the kingdom of heaven?
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