LOOK

How often have we seen a person of means or social standing line up with people of a lower social standing. When this happens, it usually results in a reaction by most of us to ask what that person is trying to accomplish.  We all tend to seek out groups that are similar to us. There is comfort in being around those that are the same as we are.  On our own we would not seek to become a part of a group of homeless or criminals. 

1. Can you remember a time when someone with social standing joined a much different group?

2. How do we react to those that appear to be joining a group that is not of their social standing?

BOOK

Acts 10: 34-43





Matthew 3:13-17

These readings focus on Jesus’ person and ministry, as revealed in his baptism. In Acts, Peter’s sermon to the new converts is a summarized example of the basic preaching of the early Church. Peter begins with the activity of John the Baptist. Jesus’ baptism is described as his anointing as Messiah “with the Holy Spirit and with power” v 38. The baptism of Jesus is a central event in Matthew’s revelation of God in and through the incarnate Son.  Though sinless, Jesus identifies himself with sinful humanity. He also emphasizes his obedience to and fulfillment of Old Testament expectations. God desired that Jesus be baptized as part of God’s saving plan, and Jesus submits to baptism in obedience to God’s will.

1. Does Jesus’ desire to be baptized mean that he was sinful?

2. Does the baptism of Jesus imply that he is somehow subordinate to John?

3. How do we reconcile John’s baptism of repentance with the baptism of Jesus?

TOOK

Jesus’ baptism over John’s protest causes us to wonder how should God act. We want Jesus to act like God. When we let go of our rigid expectations of how God ought to act, when we “give in” as John did, then we can see the sky open and the Spirit descend. To John’s objection, Jesus offers a simple explanation: it is fitting for them to participate in God’s plan. What is true for Jesus is true for us: we are baptized, anointed, supported by God’s power and made God’s children. 

1. How do I claim the dignity of being God’s child?

2. How do I respond to this great gift of love?
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