Riches and Adoration

Look

1. Today, how do really rich people earn their money?

2. Who do people cluster around and admire?  Why?

Book

In this chapter Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.  Many Jewish admirers were acknowledging Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and they crowded around him.  They wanted the Messiah to release them from the Romans' harsh oppression and restore their former glory as the chosen people of God.

Luke 19 verses 1 – 9  (page 801 in NLT)

The fruit of the sycamore-fig tree was considered inferior and was fed to pigs.  The original Greek described Zacchaeus's “stature”, which has two meanings just as in English:  his height and his standing in the community.

1. Zacchaeus was a Jew.  His name meant “pure”.  Why was he so rich while his standing in the community was so low?

2. How would the arrival of the Messiah affect the Jews and Zacchaeus in particular?

3. Was his behavior unusual?

4. Why did Jesus call Zacchaeus a true son of Abraham?

Took

1. Who would be a modern-day Zacchaeus?

2. In what ways are we like Zacchaeus?  Different from him?
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